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Editors’ Letter
Welcome to the second edition of Cultural Fields. After a 
fantastic response to the first issue, in this edition we have 
articles covering a wide range of topics that are still only a tiny 
part of what is going on in cultural sociology in Australia. We are 
lucky enough have a companion piece to last issue’s interview 
with Eduardo de la Fuente—an interview with fellow founding 
convenor Brad West. Brad discusses some of the changes that 
have taken place in cultural sociology in Australia, and gives his 
perspective on where we sit on the world stage. 

Elsewhere in the issue, Professor Bruce Johnson shares details 
about the International Institute for Popular Culture, which 
he has helped to establish at Turku University in Finland. The 
Institute offers exciting opportunities for popular culture 
scholars worldwide to come together to collaborate and share 
ideas. We also have Michael John Wilson’s review of a recent 
public lecture by Professor John Eade on the topical subjects of 
global cities and multiculturalism, and a profile of the work of 
postgrad Theresa Sauter. 

Finally, Nicholas Osbaldiston offers a response to the recent 
National Climate Change Adaptation Research Facility 
Conference and asks the very important question of what role 
cultural sociologists might have in public debates about and 
action on climate change. It is questions such as these that make 
this field such an interesting and important one.
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Interested in getting involved?

The Cultural Sociology thematic group 
is active in a number of areas, and 
we are always looking for input and 
contributions from members or anyone 
else interested in the field.

Media experts

TASA is often contacted by the media 
when they are looking for comment 
on current issues, and are looking to 
devolve some of the responsibility for 
this to the thematic groups. If you are 
interested in putting your name forward 
as an expert in your field, please email 
us with your contact details and areas 
of expertise so we can put you in touch 
with the people that want to hear what 
you have to say.

TASA Conference 

The culture stream at the TASA 
conference is always well attended 
and full of fantastic papers. If you are 
interested in putting together a panel on 
a particular topic for the conference and 
want some assistance with this, please 
get in touch and we can help out. 

Contribute to the newsletter

We are interested in any content 
that members would like to provide. 
Reviews of books, events, movies or 
any other cultural items, interviews, 
calls for papers, information about 
upcoming conferences or workshops, or 
new book releases are all welcome. In 
particular, we would like to encourage 
postgraduate students—at any stage of 
their studies—to contribute a piece for 
the newsletter. We are also interested 
in doing profiles on up and 
coming academics and their 
work, so if you are interested 
in a bit of free publicity let us 
know.

Become a member

The Cultural Sociology thematic 
group is open to anyone who 
feels their research interests lie 
in this area, and we are always 
looking for new members. As 
Brad West says in this issue, 
this has always been one of the 
most active thematic groups 
and we would like to keep it that way.

Our ‘Founding Fathers’
Interview with one of the original conveners of the 
Cultural Sociology Thematic Group, Brad West

Michael Walsh, Monash University

Working mostly from a cultural sociological perspective Brad’s 
research investigates the dynamics of collective memory 
involved in new national ritual forms linked to the mobility 
and cultural logics of leisure and tourism. This has included 
empirical studies of the 2002 Bali bombing, backpackers at the 
Gallipoli battlefields, war tourism in Vietnam, American Civil 
War reenacting and ‘Aussie’ theme pubs in the United Kingdom.

Brad is also the current co-editor of the Nexus Newsletter for 
TASA.

Over the previous 10 years how do you think 
Cultural Sociology has changed in Australia? 

Cultural Sociology as a field is still very much in its infancy. 
Australia has been so dominated by a Birmingham inspired form 
of cultural studies that the shifts back to a more disciplinary 
based (interdisciplinary) study of culture which we have seen in 
Britain and the US haven’t happened to the same extent here. In 
some ways this reflects the strengths of cultural analysis in this 
country which has been more willing to consider the importance 
of leisure and the media for identity formation and Australia has 
been a fertile breeding ground for leading scholars of cultural 
studies. Unlike in Britain where many of the divides of yesteryear 
have been looked past, in Australia cultural studies scholars still 
see sociology as very much as a positivist Other against which 
they define themselves. For evidence of this division you only 
have to consider the general absence of sociologists in the make-
up of the Cultural Research Network which the media studies 
figure Graeme Turner set up through the Australian Research 
Council. The irony was that many of the cultural scholars they 
bought out from the UK to run the Network’s Master classes 
were from sociology departments, people such as John Urry, 
Georgina Born and Tony Bennett.  All of which emphasises the 
important role of the Cultural Sociology Group. I would like to 
think some progress has been made with its establishment but 

there is some way to go.

What are some of the accomplishments 
the Cultural Sociology Group and/or 
key members of the group have made 
during your tenure as convenor?

In establishing the Group we are indebted 
to those colleagues who agreed to support 
it, initially through becoming members and 
fellows, and later through contributions and 
refereeing involved in our section of the annual 
TASA conference and the Group’s special 
issues of Nexus and the Journal of Sociology. 
Having key people involved has given the Group 
integrity and I’m quite sure has attracted others 
to it. A personal highlight was the research 

forum which we held at Griffith University’s Southbank Campus 
in 2007. The format created a dialogue between established 

Brad West
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have long worked between these national traditions.

What importance do you think Cultural 
Sociology has as a sub-discipline in relation 
to Sociology more generally? 

I am not so ‘strong’ a cultural sociologist that I believe 
all sociology should be culturally orientated though 
there is no denying the cultural turn in the social 
sciences where now most mainstream sociological 
scholarship has a greater sensitivity to culture than 
it did twenty, thirty years ago. However there are 
real problems with scholarship that combines in 
elective and ad hoc ways cultural with other forms 
of logic. As cultural sociologists are the most adapt 
at comprehending the distinctive power of culture 
and its relative autonomy from other social forces we 
have an important role to play in holding others to 
account in their use of cultural reasoning. There are 
concerns that the cultural turn has made sociology 
too ‘decorative’. While I don’t hold the same view it 
is important to keep a cap on relativism and cultural 
sociology has to find a balance between the pull to 
analysis of studying the Arts and applying cultural 
logics to understanding dimensions of social life 
that have traditionally been understood in relation to 
instrumental and material forces.

And finally, what advice would you give to 
early career researchers who are keen to 
make inroads into the academy under the 
banner of Cultural Sociology? 

The Cultural Sociology Group is one of the most 
popular of the thematic groups in TASA which has 
been a surprising social fact for many non-cultural 
colleagues. This needs to be maintained to make 
sure there is an awareness of the burgeoning growth 
and intellectual significance of our sub-discipline. 
University hiring practices seem to be driven by an 
irrational demonising of the ‘lone wolf’ scholar so it is 
particularly important that early career scholars can 
note an association with a broader research entity and 
agenda. My experience is that one reason that cultural 
sociologists get hired by non-cultural sociologists is 
out of recognition that the courses we teach are highly 
popular and thus protect sociology departments 
from the economic rationalism ever present in the 
administration of Australian universities. Because 
cultural sociologists are interested in empirical 
realities as a basis for theory building we are also 
often preferred candidates for teaching social 
theory than those who have a more limited focus on 
theorising theory. As such early career researchers 
need a few strings in their bow. 

academics and PhD candidates, many of whom have 
gone on to publish their work and are well placed 
to make a serious contribution to the academy. We 
were also fortunate to have the late Richard ‘Pete’ 
Peterson involved who was as ever generous with his 
time, providing his sociological insight to papers to 
colleagues and postgraduates alike. One of the other 
significant achievements of the Group has been the 
number of hits its website www.culturalsociology.
org attains from all around the world. I would like 
to thank my friend in computer support at Flinders 
University Corey Durward for setting up the site, 
largely as a favour to me. It has been an important 
resource for profiling the cultural sociological work 
being done in Australia and by our colleagues abroad 
who have some connection to Australia. Statistics 
of web hits evidences its significance, and for me 
personally it has been a handy resource for looking up 
the contact details of colleagues. 

Looking back over your tenure, what are 
some of the highlights?

See above

What are your hopes for the future 
directions of the group and cultural 
sociology in Australia more generally? 

Initiatives such as the Cultural Sociology Group really 
shouldn’t be headed by any one team for too long 
and because of other commitments it had started 
to be neglected. For this reason I was happy to see 
a new team full of enthusiasm take over. The future 
of the Group is now in their hands but I hope that 
Eduardo and I have provided a template for it to grow. 
Members of the Group should encourage their cultural 
colleagues to join though many like to be invited by 
the convenors. Other thematic groups in TASA have 
moved on to using Twitter and Facebook and other 
virtual networking tools to establish large mailing 
lists. I think this is a temptation best to avoid. The 
strength of research grouping such as the Cultural 
Sociology Group are in their ability to overcome 
the tendencies for weak social ties and it was our 
vision for membership to be more limited to those 
with genuine interest who would periodically attend 
conferences, workshops, forums etc. 

How would you describe the relationship 
Cultural Sociology in Australia has with 
similar groups in the United States and 
Europe? 

Connections are very loose between the various 
international cultural sociology groupings but many of 
our international fellows are leading figures in these 
other networks. The BSA journal Cultural Sociology 
is playing an important role in forming a dialogue 
between American and British traditions of cultural 
sociology and Australian scholars have an important 
role to play in this as from the global periphery we 
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invaluable opportunities for close collaborations 
between academically based research in the 
humanities and the urban communities which host 
the academies. To understand the way people imagine 
themselves and their world through their popular 
music, their film, their TV is to develop a more 
effective understanding of social policy.

It is significant to note that the recent development of 
centres specifically devoted to the study of popular 
cultures involve collaboration with industry and 
government bodies as partners in the formation 
of socio-economic policy and planning. In Sydney, 
an academically-based, government-funded study 
of popular music performance sites has led to 
better and more strategic residential planning by 
local governments as well as radical changes in 
entertainment legislation. Martin Cloonan in Glasgow 
has studied the local pop music scene and come 
up with policy lessons for corporate and cultural 
development. In Liverpool, the Institute for Popular 
Music has joined with local government authorities 
in the cultural regeneration of a city that was dying 
economically. The results of such collaborations are 
a form of community re-creation, the awakening 
of popular memory and aspiration. In plain terms, 
the study of popular culture can help to answer 
questions like: Does the city authorize this residential 
or commercial development? Do the education 
authorities make these changes in the school 
curriculum? Does the local authority construct that 
recreational facility? Researchers at the Institute aim 
to answer questions such as these, and build links 
between academia and the wider community. 

Activities of the Institute

Since its inauguration the IIPC has organized three 
international conferences (including in collaboration 
with the American Popular Culture Association and 
the International Society for Cultural History), and 
three domestic conferences. It has inaugurated two 
peer-reviewed series, the IIPC Publication Series 
(online) and a printed series Studies on Popular 
Culture in collaboration with Intellect Ltd, Bristol. It 
has secured around 860,000 € research funding for 
the years 2010–2012. This funding will enable it to 
advance a number of projects, including the following:

Senior Researcher / Co-ordinator

The IIPC will be seeking to appoint a qualified, full-
time expert to ensure it can take more advantage of 
its exceptionally wide international network, to launch 
transnational research activities and foster research 
potential in the domestic field. 

Researcher Mobility

From its beginnings the IIPC has benefited in having a 
Visiting Professor, Bruce Johnson, who has affiliations 
also with Macquarie University, Australia, and the 
University of Glasgow, Scotland. Professor Johnson is 
committed to spending part of the year in Turku also 

The International 
Institute for Popular 
Culture
Bruce Johnson, Co-founder

The cross-disciplinary International 
Institute for Popular Culture (IIPC) 
<http://iipc.utu.fi> was established at the 
University of Turku, Finland in November 
2006. Here, co-founder Bruce Johnson 
describes the rationales behind the 
establishment of the Institute, its aims, 
and how other researchers can become 
involved. 

In academic institutions there is growing interest 
in the meaning and place of ‘the popular’ in the 
definition of modernity and postmodernity. ‘Popular 
Culture’ is here understood in its broadest sense. 
Apart from the more usual forms of media, cinema, 
music, sports, and other leisure forms, we have 
researchers exploring the history and discourses 
of the popular, as well as ‘paths less travelled’ (see 
further at <http://iipc.utu.fi/debates.html>. 

In the twenty-first century in particular it is through 
popular culture in its various forms that the tensions 
between the local and the global are acted out 
most immediately, not only through the content 
of popular cultural forms, but in their means of 
production, distribution, and re-appropriation through 
consumption. Indeed, a study of the evolution of the 
term ‘popular’ is an essential analytical key to the 
understanding of the various confrontations – class, 
race, gender, place – that define contemporary power 
relations. The study of popular culture helps us to 
understand the contradictions in the contemporary 
sensibility. It gives us a more direct understanding 
of how we invent ourselves, how we imagine the 
possibilities of the world we move in, its ethical and 
moral dimensions and its specific social practices. 

Most generally, however, studies in areas of popular 
culture are dispersed through such fields as history, 
literature, sociology, music, film and cultural history. 
This foregrounds the disciplinary bases and their 
traditional analytical methods, and obscures the 
transdisciplinary identity of ‘the popular’, impeding 
the development of appropriately specialised modes 
of enquiry that can disclose the specific social 
significance of such studies.

In terms of the social applicability of these ideas, 
with the decline of heavy manufacturing sectors in 
post-industrial societies, the cultural industries are 
becoming increasingly central to the economies of the 
‘entrepreneurial city’. The study of popular culture 
thus has implications that go beyond the academy 
to the welfare of the larger community, offering 
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Books on a series Studies on Popular Culture. The 
new series provides contributions to a critical 
understanding of popular culture and its history. The 
series covers a wide array of themes, including such 
fields as popular music, radio, film, and television, 
festivals and urban cultures, youth cultures and 
subcultures, consumption and material culture, 
sports, stardom and fandom. The series is open to 
methodologies and theoretical insights, especially 
on comparative and international approaches, and 
it places special emphasis on the transdisciplinary 
nature of popular culture studies. The series is edited 
at the International Institute for Popular Culture by 
Bruce Johnson and Hannu Salmi. The first volume of 
the series will be contracted in Spring 2010, and IIPC is 
committed to edit one or two volumes each year. See 
further at <http://www.intellectbooks.co.uk/books/
view-Series,id=18/>

Research Activities

IIPC is developing international research 
collaborations such as that with Macquarie University, 
Sydney, in studying the history of ringtones. From 
an initial exploration into the ways mobile ringtone 
delivery channels have evolved from “purchased 
ringtones” to “personalized sounds” (favorite songs, 
self-made audio clips, ringback tones, sing-tones, etc), 
this project is an intensive investigation into how 
people view “communities” and community identity 
within the context of mobile devices, applications and 
music ecosystems, and how mobile personalization 
has and can be used to help community-oriented 
identity evolve via the creation and use of locally 
relevant mobile applications. The Institute is also 
developing many domestic projects in Finland.

How can you participate? 

Apart from potential involvements in the projects 
listed above, including exchange, publication and 
research, you can arrange to be listed on an online 
register we are compiling of international research 
in popular culture, particularly targeting doctoral 
candidates and early career researchers. The purpose 
is to enable researchers to connect internationally 
with colleagues in the field, and also to identify 
emerging directions in popular culture research, and 
potential publications. We invite you to send us your 
name and academic base, the working title or field, 
a brief description of the work in English (about 100 
words), and the current estimated date of completion, 
for incorporation on the register. Depending on the 
response, we are hoping to place this information on 
our website, to be accessed for general information 
and as a basis for further networking. At this stage 
we will also being assessing the level of information 
we receive in relation to possible future developments 
of the facility. Please email the information to Bruce 
Johnson <brujohn@utu.fi>.

during the years 2010–2012. The aim of the IIPC is to 
continue this co-operation.

The IIPC also aims to establish a funded Visiting 
Fellowship in Popular Culture, to provide early-career 
researchers with the opportunity to develop their 
work in the field of popular culture in a supportive 
and collegial setting of the IIPC. The Fellowship will 
be awarded each year, running for a period of up to 
six months. It will provide the Fellow with a grant 
of 10,000 Euros, work space, computer and internet 
access and full library privileges. 

Conferences and Networking

The IIPC is working to establish a series of 
complementary international conferences, whereby 
one would be held biennially in Turku, and in each 
alternate year hosted by another university and 
country. We have already begun discussions regarding 
the series, most notably with Prof Mark Evans, Head 
of Music, Media and Cultural Studies at Macquarie 
University, Sydney, who spent six months as Visiting 
Fellow at IIPC in 2009. The IIPC has international 
links with some 22 universities, and these would also 
provide potential venues. We would visualise hosting 
the first of these in 2012, both to give us time for 
ample preparation and publicity.

IIPC Debates

The IIPC Debates were inaugurated in January 2010, 
as a monthly series of seminars presenting current 
research in a range of popular cultures. Anyone who 
has an interest in the field is invited to attend and 
participate. Each seminar consists of an opening 
presentation, followed by open debate from the floor. 
The presentations are then posted online at <http://
iipc.utu.fi/debates.html>. The presenters as well 
as audiences represent a range of research fields, 
so that the debates are a fruitful exchange across 
disciplines. The sessions are conducted in both 
English and Finnish, depending on the presenter. In 
order to develop this series and to enlarge the range 
of guest speakers, drawing both from elsewhere in 
Finland, the Baltic and Nordic regions, and ultimately 
beyond, we are seeking funding to cover travel and 
accommodation expenses, and a lecture fee.

Publications

The IIPC Publication Series is a refereed online series 
for monographs, edited collections and conference 
proceedings. The series is open for all scholars of 
popular culture. The first volume History of Stardom 
Reconsidered was published in 2007 and the second 
volume Sounds of the Overground in February 2010. 
The latter volume was produced in co-operation 
with the Institute of Popular Music, University of 
Liverpool. The aim is to become a globally known site 
where popular culture conferences can publish their 
proceedings online. To date, the publication page has 
been accessed from 85 countries.

In April 2009, IIPC signed a contract with Intellect 
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What Role can Cultural Sociology Play in 
Climate Change Adaptation?
Report from the National Climate Change Adaptation Research Facility 
Conference 2010 - Gold Coast Convention Centre, June 2010

Nicholas Osbaldiston, Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Department of 
Resource Management and Geography, Melbourne University

It may appear strange to report on what was an international conference into climate change 
adaptation research in a cultural sociology newsletter. However, with the growing importance 
of this research both in the ‘hard’ and ‘soft’ sciences, the problem of how to adapt to the 
inevitable problems of anthropogenic climate change is becoming difficult to ignore. Though 
sociology (and other social sciences) have been invited fairly late to the table in the discussion 
of these potentially devastating phenomena, it is clear that we have a significant role to play 
in the continuing debate both at the local and international level. For instance, questions such 
as apathy towards climate change mitigation at both the civil and non-civil sphere require 
understanding how scientific knowledge interacts with cultural discourses and narratives. 
The rather rationalist view that science invokes cultural change is problematised by the 
relative dilution of the climate change discourse amongst the general public. Certainly here 
in Australia, a trend of apathy fed perhaps by the attention skeptics receive in the media and 
other more spectacular events such as the BP disaster in the U.S., has begun to predominate 
not just politically but also socially. However, as Alexander and Smith (1996) have shown, 
science is not always met with pure acceptance, but is negotiated and made meaningful 
through cultural discourse and narrative.

What is climate change adaptation though and what role can cultural sociology expect to 
play in the continuing discussion of this important topic? Essentially, adaptation refers at 
a general conceptual level to the measures required by communities across developed and 
developing nations to transform lifestyles in order to accommodate future (and current) 
climatic issues (cf. Adger et al, 2009). These include, but are not limited to, sea-level rise, 
coastal erosion, storm surges, droughts, intense fires, flooding and shifting biospheres (such 
as mangroves, animals, insects, pests). The ability to future plan for such events lay squarely 
at the heart of working group two of the International Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) and 
various global NGO’s and local state organizations. The recent NCCARF conference which 
drew almost a thousand delegates from the academic and institutional spheres reflects the 
importance and urgency of this growing discussion. 

Across this conference, a number of social scientific studies were discussed, many with the 
emphasis on the bottom-up approach to climate change adaptation. In other words, while 

governance on this matter is often carried through 
in a top-down, science driven and bureaucratic 
manner, research into best methods in climate 
change adaptation appears to favour a community 
driven approach towards understanding best 
practices (see for instance Adger et al. (2009)). 
From this perspective, issues such as social justice 
are defined not through grand schemas and state 
agendas but via local frameworks and narratives. 
Places of special significance to local community 
stakeholders are defined, minority groups are 
given a voice and values are affirmed. Of course, 
such an approach as O’Brien (2009) makes clear 
can create limits to climate change adaptation 
where values specifically prevent proper future 
orientated approaches to climate models for 
particular locales. For instance, aesthetic values of 
coastal regions may clash with the need to develop 
managed retreat models or the aesthetically 
problematic sea-wall. Other issues arise, as 
Douglas (1993) warned long ago, when sub-groups 
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clash on values and isolate the minority groups from public discourse and distributive justice. 
In the ‘great war of recognition’ in identity politics (Bauman, 2001) there are inevitable losers. 
Perhaps in the desire for social justice, recognition and redistribution need play a hand in 
hand role in climate change adaptation measures (Harvey, 1996; Fraser, 2001). 

To return back to the question at hand then, sociology and more importantly cultural 
sociology can and should play a role in the development of climate change adaptation policies 
and frameworks. Two areas have been highlighted above that demonstrate a place for it. 
Firstly, in the construction of research agendas into cultural responses to climate change 
science, cultural sociology holds the key to unlocking knowledge on how myth, narrative 
and public discourse, through the media especially, interact with ‘hard’ data and dominant 
paradigms. Science, I contend, has ignored the potential for culture to reject, ignore or 
negotiate evidence based information in their pronouncement of climate change. Recent 
indications appear to suggest that fear is not creating a culture of change, but rather of 
apathy. Ensor and Berger (2009) have shown that the best way of engaging with culture is to 
allow culture to mingle freely with policy. Thus, cultural sociologists can stand as advocates 
to such ‘bottom-up’ climate change adaptation policy procedures. However, in doing so, 
we must be wary of the problems associated with such local development of governance 
issues. On one hand, minority groups can be wholly shut out from what Adger et al. (2009) 
term procedural justice. On the other, the endless need for ‘recognition’ (Bauman, 2001) can 
provoke a policy complexity with different values and norms ‘muddying’ the waters and 
causing relative inaction towards a problem that has a deadline.

It was interesting to note that at the conference there were very few sociologists, 
anthropologists or social theorists. The ‘soft’ sciences such as political scientists, theorists, 
philosophers and ethicists are often involved in projects as survey processors, qualitative 
data mongers and policy critiques. These are important works that must continue. However, 
as the call for adaptation measures continues to involve community based policy building, 
the ‘cultural’ sciences can and should be involved. The ability to utilize our discipline specific 
paradigms in the comprehension of community/sub-group behavior enables us, I contend, to 
hold a place in climate change adaptation research. At present, research of this kind is being 
undertaken well by the general social sciences and social psychologies. However, cultural 
sociology or anthropology can provide a deeper and clearer picture.
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Seminar Review: Prof. 
John Eade’s ‘Contested 
Space in a Global 
City: The Changing 
Religious Landscape of 
Multicultural London’
Michael John Wilson, University of Western 
Sydney 

On April 15, 2010, at the University of 
Technology Sydney, visiting scholar, 
Prof. John Eade presented his research to 
an audience made up of academics and 
interested members of the general public. 

To lead off his presentation, Prof. Eade introduced 
the concept of urban modernity, and spoke about the 
changing nature of cities in relation to globalisation, 
multiculturalism, and cosmopolitanism. Emphasising 
the shift from private to public space, Prof. Eade 
chronicled the use of public space by various religious 
denominations with the aid of a decade-by-decade 
breakdown since 1960. In terms of negotiation with 
‘the state’, prominent religious leaders as well as 
minority political leaders and grass roots community 
organisations have helped shape the processes of 
sacralisation. Commenting on strategic engagements 
between minority groups and secular city planners, Prof. 
Eade argued that minority religious groups are required 
to learn the ‘rules’ of the secular planning game to 
achieve their planning ends. 

The links between the global and local are established 
by comparing three different Mosques in London’s east 
end. Prof. Eade argues that the locations of the Mosques 
are located on contested ground, both literally and 
figuratively. The Brick Lane Mosque, East London, East 
London Mosque, East London, and Abby Mills Mosque, 
Newham, are nestled in and interwoven with their 
secular planning landscapes. In the case of the Abby 
Mills Mosque, it is considered to be a prime site next to 
the Olympic village. In light of the impending London 
Olympic games, a sweeping redevelopment proposal 
has been proffered which would turn the Tabligh 
Jamaat (Abby Mills Mosque) into, what some consider 
an over-designed and gaudy ‘mega Mosque’. Not 
surprisingly, as Prof. Eade explained, the proposal has 
received considerable opposition. Interestingly, the local 
resistance was lead by the Christian People’s alliance as 
well as other Muslim groups. 

Shifting from Islamic to other minority religious 
projects, Prof. Eade turned his attention to an emerging 
Pentecostal project. Understatedly referred to as 
‘the mega church’, Pastor Matthew Ashimolowo has 
commissioned architects to design Britain’s first arena-
style ‘mega church’ at the give away price of 35 million 

pounds. Pastor Ashimolowo’s ‘mega church’ would 
teach the controversial ‘health and wealth’ variety of 
Christianity, which delivers a message to parishioners 
that ‘God wants people to be rich and healthy’. In 
contrast to the religiously inspired contra-arguments 
against the proposed ‘mega-Mosque’, opposition to the 
mega-church was coloured by a more secular rational 
opposition, with internet commentators arguing that 
the ‘development would conflict with the strategic 
employment policy for the area’ and ‘the site would be a 
poor location for a use of the scale and nature proposed’. 

In his conclusion, Prof. Eade explains that in spite of the 
initial intensity of opposition, fears and hostilities to 
the project proposals, such concerns have usually died 
away, with the new buildings becoming accepted as part 
of the locality. He concludes that religious and secular 
developers both need to learn the rules of the urban 
planning game. 

Prof. Eade was able to shift effortlessly between the 
global and the local, and highlight the complexities and 
life of these contested urban spaces. 

Michael John Wilson is a PhD Candidate at the Centre for 
Cultural Research, UWS
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they are. My social theoretical thesis seeks to address 
how individuals today employ self-writing to explore, 
understand and make evident their selfhood within the 
realms of the internet. Online self-writing tools such 
as social networking sites, blogs, online discussion 
forums and online journals represent modern arenas for 
individuals to write themselves into being. By exploring 
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‘Erotic Screen and Sound: Culture, 
Media and Desire’ Conference 

15-18 February 2011, Griffith University, 
South Bank, Brisbane, Australia 

Few subjects are as simultaneously 
commonplace and controversial as the 
erotic. While sex, gender, identity and 
desire have been traditional mainstays 
of artistic, academic and public 
discourses, the erotic often continues 
to provoke fears, anxieties and 
resistances. ‘Erotic Screen and Sound: 
Culture, Media and Desire’ is a four day 
interdisciplinary conference presented 
by the Griffith Centre for Cultural 
Research, Griffith University and the 
Institute of Modern Art, Brisbane. 

Confirmed keynote speakers include 
Professor Judith Halberstam, Professor 
Alan McKee and Associate Professor 
Kelly Dennis. The conference will 
draw together contemporary research 
and historical thinking on the erotic 
and associated discourses across the 
fields of the visual and sonic arts, film, 
television and media studies, literature, 
cultural sociology, cultural history, 
communications and journalism. We 
invite scholars and graduates from 
a range of disciplines to examine, 
explore, theorise, and historicise 
erotic moving images, sounds, visual 
arts, performances, texts, taboos and 
practices. 

CALL FOR PAPERS NOW OPEN! 

The deadline for abstracts and panel 
proposals is 3rd September 2010. 

More details 

web: http://www.griffith.edu.au/ccr 

email: eroticsconference@griffith.edu.au 

the use of online writing as a technique of self in the way Foucault 
has conceptualised it my thesis seeks to produce a comprehensive 
understanding of the interconnection between online self-writing 
and the modern sense of self. Online self-writing is located within 
a history of the use of writing as a self-forming tool in order to 
demonstrate that online writing represents a new way of doing old 
things (constructing selfhood through writing). However, I argue 
that the way in which modern individuals construct themselves 
online is merely a hollow imitation of the ‘care of the self’ carried 
out by the Stoics in the 1st and 2nd centuries AD resulting in 
uncertain, fragmented modern formations of the self which are 
more concerned with exposure and publicity than with a deep 
relation of self to self. I explore particular modern conditions 
which are discontinuous with ancient Stoic culture which I suggest 
are affecting the effectiveness of self-writing today. This critical 
interpretation is rooted in Simmelian assertions of the increasing 
meaninglessness of modern life and Foucaultian contentions 
around the social construction of the self. The methodological 
approach of this research aims to emulate Foucault’s use of 
historically aware criticism by analysing the history of the way in 
which things are done at present, looking for contingencies rather 
than causes, and locating continuities and discontinuities between 
past and present procedures in order to determine how online self-
writing acts as a tool for self-formation and what the performance 
of this practice reveals about the condition of the modern self. 

Papers ‘in progress’ or published:

In progress: paper for the 2010 ISA World Congress of Sociology in 
Gothenburg, Sweden:

Title: ‘From techniques of the self to the technological self – social 
networking sites as laboratories for constructing an ‘authentic’ 
persona?

Abstract:

This paper explores online social networking sites (SNSs) as forums 
within which modern subjects invent and manage themselves, 
conceptualising them in Foucaultian terms as ‘techniques of the 
self’. In contrast to some recent work on identity construction on 
SNSs, which does not consider connecting this new trend to older 
ways of self-formation, as well as to the implications these practices 
may have for grander notions about the character of the self in 
modern society (see Coyle and Vaughn, 2008; Ellison et al., 2007; 
Hargittai, 2007; Zhao et al., 2008), this paper seeks to construct 
a historical understanding of self-formation in order to provide 
an insight into the kinds of selves we can perceive today and the 
implications for the future. The assertion that the identity work 
performed on SNSs may represent a reinvigoration of what Foucault 
describes as the ‘care of the self’ carried out by the Stoics in the 1st 
and 2nd centuries AD is explored. It is suggested that two distinct 
conditions of modernity, namely the acceleration of daily life and 
the increasing need/demand people feel to present themselves in 
public, are contributing to the fragmentation of the modern self, 
revealing the meaninglessness, hollowness and futility evident in 
the efforts of constructing, exploring and representing an identity 
on social networking sites today. This critical interpretation is 
rooted in Simmelian assertions of the increasing meaninglessness 
of modern life and Foucaultian contentions around the social 
construction of the self.
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Twentieth Century Music and the Question 
of Modernity 
Eduardo De La Fuente 
In the first decade of the twentieth century, many composers rejected the 
principles of tonality and regular beat. This signaled a dramatic challenge to 
the rationalist and linear conceptions of music that had existed in the West 
since the Renaissance. The ‘break with tonality’, Neo‐Classicism, serialism, 
chance, minimalism and the return of the ‘sacred’ in music, are explored in this 
book for what they tell us about the condition of modernity. Modernity is here 
treated as a complex social and cultural formation, in which mythology, 
narrative, and the desire for ‘re‐enchantment’ have not completely 
disappeared. Through an analysis of Schoenberg, Stravinsky, Boulez and Cage, 
'the author shows that the twentieth century composer often adopted an 
artistic personality akin to Max Weber’s religious types of the prophet and 
priest, ascetic and mystic. Twentieth Century Music and the Question of 
Modernity advances a cultural sociology of modernity and shows that 
twentieth century musical culture often involved the adoption of ‘apocalyptic’ 
temporal narratives, a commitment to ‘musical revolution’, a desire to explore the limits of noise and 
sound, and, finally, redemption through the rediscovery of tonality. This book is essential reading for 
those interested in cultural sociology, sociological theory, music history, and modernity/modernism 
studies. 
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