
Professor Jenkins will draw upon her 
research that addresses the central 
role of culture in experiences both 
extraordinary and ordinary among 
persons living with mental illness. 
Different forms of mental illness provide 
paradigm cases for understanding 
ordinary processes and capacities of 
subjectivity and inter-subjectivity such as 
the self, emotion, cognition, perception, 
social relations, identity, and attachment. 
At the same time, the active reciprocal 
shaping of subjective experience and 
social institutional practices is evident in 
myriad other forces – political, biological, 
and economic. In this respect, studies 
of mental illness shed light on psycho-
political problems of dignity, rights, 
and needs.  From the perspective of 
anthropology, this talk explores central 
questions about this relationship 
by drawing on recent studies of 
schizophrenia, depression, and trauma.

Biography: Professor Janis Jenkins is  
a medical and psychiatric anthropologist, 
internationally recognized for her expertise 
on the convergence of anthropology 
and psychiatry. Her principal research 
interests are culture and psychopathology, 
psychopharmacology, gender, ethnicity, 
adolescence, migration, resilience, and 
qualitative methods. Her current research 
examines psychiatric disorder, cultural 
meaning, and structural violence among 
adolescents in residential facilities. 
Professor Jenkins’ indicative publications 
include (edited) Pharmaceutical Self: 
The Global Shaping of Experience in 
an Age of Psychopharmacology (2011) 
and (co-edited with Robert J. Barrett) 
Schizophrenia, Culture, and Subjectivity: 
The Edge of Experience (2004).

Professor Jenkins is hosted by the Health and 
Society Research Program led by Associate 
Professor Renata Kokanovic, PSI, Faculty of 
Arts, Monash University. This talk is organised  
by the Health and Society Research Program 
in collaboration with Nexus: Monash Social 
Science, Humanities and Medicine Network. 
Her visit is supported by the Arts Faculty 
Distinguished Visiting Scholar Scheme.
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This talk will discuss the convergence of anthropology and 
psychiatry and more broadly, the intersections of culture and 
psychopathology.
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