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Biologically-based neuroscience currently 
predominates research agendas for 
mental health and illness in the US and 
internationally. This research emphasis 
may appear to render the study of culture 
and mental health as nearly anachronistic. 
However the study of cultural processes 
is as crucial as it is complex for nearly 
every aspect of mental illness from etiology 
to outcome. Examination of cultural 
processes in relation to the classical 
anthropological triad of magic, religion, 
and science is developed for analysis of 
psychotropic medications. This talk draws 
on ethnographic materials from a study 
of ninety persons taking antipsychotic 
medications. It discusses the experience 
and meaning of taking these medications.

Biography: Professor Janis Jenkins is  
a medical and psychiatric anthropologist, 
internationally recognized for her expertise 
on the convergence of anthropology 
and psychiatry. Her principal research 
interests are culture and psychopathology, 
psychopharmacology, gender, ethnicity, 
adolescence, migration, resilience, and 
qualitative methods. Her current research 
examines psychiatric disorder, cultural 
meaning, and structural violence among 
adolescents in residential facilities. 
Professor Jenkins’ indicative publications 
include (edited) Pharmaceutical Self: 
The Global Shaping of Experience in 
an Age of Psychopharmacology (2011) 
and (co-edited with Robert J. Barrett) 
Schizophrenia, Culture, and Subjectivity: 
The Edge of Experience (2004).

Professor Jenkins’ visit is hosted by the 
Health and Society Research Program led by 
Associate Professor Renata Kokanovic, PSI, 
Faculty of Arts, Monash University. Her visit is 
supported by the Arts Faculty Distinguished 
Visiting Scholar Scheme.
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