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Traces of War1 
 
The title for the Narratives of War Symposium takes its theme from the way artefacts, diaries, 
media, art, music, memorabilia — letters, objects, the trappings of previous existence — 
indeed all manner of things, might be reflections and evidence of the traces left by war and 
conflict, and any aftermath and perhaps ensuing peace.  Memories, personal and collective, 
and perhaps the public rituals of commemoration (although this is contestable) are built on 
traces – often indeterminable threads which serve to bind communities to a past and thus to a 
present and anticipated future.  This is not an uncomplicated scenario as Pierre Nora has 
explored in Les Lieux de Mémoire.2  
 
Papers are invited which explore this theme. Abstracts of 250 words should be presented 
with the presenter’s full name, affiliation, contact details (email, telephone and fax) clearly 
indicated, by 31 July 2013.   
 
As has been the practice for previous NOW symposiums, papers may be invited for 
submission for publication in the planned peer-reviewed monograph of the same name, 
Traces of War.  
 
Abstracts should be directed to: Julie.white@unisa.edu.au 
 
For more information on the NOW Symposium or the Narratives of War Research 
Group – School of Communication, International Studies and Languages 
www.unisa.edu.au/now 
 
Any further inquiries about the NOW Traces of War Symposium 2013 can be directed to: 
Kerry.green@unisa.edu.au; Or brad.west@unisa.edu.au 
 

                                                        
1 The theme for the NOW symposium 2013 had been chosen before the current issue of the Journal of War and 
Culture Studies (Volume 6 ; Number 1) with its theme ‘ Traces of Conflict’ had been published.  While the Journal is a 
useful resource and background for the NOW symposium, presenters at NOW are invited to work as widely as they 
wish within the theme.  
2 Nora, P, Les Lieux de Mémoire, 3 volumes, 1984, 1986, 1992, Gallimard; Paris.  
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