
Introducing the changes, Senator George Brandis provoked public outcry when he 
stated ‘People have the right to be bigots’ maintaining that they act as an impedi-
ment to ‘freedom of speech’. Critics have argued that the new laws will licence pub-
lic racism and that this will have significant negative impacts on belonging and the 
mental health and well-being of ethnic and religious minorities. The key question 
at the forefront of the public conversation then is do these new laws licence bigotry 
and will they lead to increased racial tensions?
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Join the discussion on Twitter 

#18CSociology

Join some of Australia’s leading sociologists and the Shadow Attorney General
Mark Dreyfus QC to explore section 18C of the Racial Discrimination Act (1975) 

and its role in Australian Multiculturalism. 

The Right to be Bigots?
What does repealing 18C mean for Australian Multiculturalism?

SPEAKERS

Professor Farida Fozdar, University of Western Australia, 
ARC Future Fellow 
Farida is one of Australia’s foremost experts on national identity and racism. 
Her work on Australian racism (including her finding that those who fly Aus-
tralian flags on their cars are more likely to be racist) has been widely covered 
in Australia’s news media.

Professor Andrew Markus, Pratt Foundation Chair of 
Jewish Civilisation, Monash University
Andrew Markus is the Pratt Foundation Research Professor of Jewish Civilisa-
tion at Monash University and is a Fellow of the Academy of the Social Scienc-
es in Australia. He has published extensively on Australian immigration and 
race relations. Andrew heads the Scanlon Foundation social cohesion research 
program, which is to issue its sixth annual report in 2013.  He is also the prin-
cipal researcher on the Australian Jewish population and Yiddish Melbourne 
research projects.

The Hon. Mark Dreyfus QC, Shadow Attorney General
The current Shadow Attorney-General, Mark served as the Attorney-General 
in the former Labor Government and has been the Member for Isaacs since 
2007. He has worked closely with Australia’s multicultural communities in op-
posing the repeal of s 18C.

A Lecture Sponsored by The Australian Sociological Association (TASA) and 
the Institute for Religion and Critical Inquiry at the Australian Catholic University.
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This lecture will be moderated by Dr Joshua Roose
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